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Ms. Hereau
hereho01@southredford.net or hhereau@gmail.com
Course website: www.hereausclasses.weebly.com
Room  111
Course Description:
Welcome to Biology!  Biology is a Junior Level course at Thurston High School. Biology is one of my favorite courses to teach because it includes such a wide variety of units and content so even if one unit isn’t a student’s “favorite”, everyone usually finds a topic that eventually interests them.
I hope that over the course of the semester you can find a unit that really intrigues and inspires you, even just a little, in biological science!

Required Materials:

· Several pencils and pens.

· Highlighters / colored pens (to “highlight” parts of notes, and to help make diagrams more clear).

· A lot of lined paper.

· An organizational folder / binder.
General Course Objectives:

· Acquire an understanding and appreciation for living things and the mechanisms which allow them to “live”.

· Deeply explore the unique structures and mechanism behind cells, cell organelles, cellular biochemistry, cell division, DNA and protein synthesis, and genetics.

· Prepare students with priority concepts assessed on the MME and the ACT.

· Prepare students for higher education courses in the science field.

· Help students acquire a skill set for becoming focused, self-motivated, disciplined students with the ability to succeed on their own.  

· Combine fun—disgusting—silly science, with complicated—advanced—newly discovered science.

Course Grading:

Students’ grades are not based on a simple accumulation of points in this class, but instead a weighting system.
10% of their grade = Assignments 
*(This includes any class-work, homework, projects, and labs.  )

30% of their grade = Quizzes

60% of their grade = Tests

Assignments:
· All assignments are graded for effort and completion.  If students fully complete the task, and give it their best, intelligent effort, they will receive full credit.

· Late work will not be accepted.  If a student loses/forgets an assignment, they will receive a zero for that task.  


Quizzes:
· Zero notes can be used during quizzes.

· All quizzes can be retaken once, keeping the higher of the two scores.

· Quizzes simply need to be retaken by the end of the semester.  Ideally, however, the student would retake them before the unit exam.

· In order to retake a quiz, students must complete “Quiz Retakes” in which the student corrects their wrong answers in order to better understand the content they missed.  

Tests:

· 1 side, of a 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper may be used with handwritten notes during the exam.

· The notes must be turned in at the completion of each exam.

· Zero tests can be retaken.  
Therefore it is crucial that students clear up misunderstood content prior to the exam, and ask questions as often as needed.

The Final Exam & Semester Grade:
The overall semester grade is the grade which ultimately determines if the student will pass/fail, and is the grade which colleges will first see on their transcript.
Their semester grade in this class is calculated as follows:
The First Marking Period = 40% of their semester grade
The Second Marking Period = 40% of their semester grade
The Final Exam = 20% of their semester grade


Letter Grades:
IMPORTANT:  Grades will NEVER be adjusted, curved, bumped, etc. at any point in this class.  If a student wants a specific grade, they must work to attain that grade.  For Example, even if a student has a 59.999%, they will still receive an E (failing grade).

	A’s
	B’s
	C’s
	D’s
	E
(Failing Grade.  Will Not Receive Credit for Course.)

	A-     90.0-93.9%
A     94.0% and   
        higher
	B-     80.0-83.9%
B      84.0-86.9%
B+    87-89.9%
	C-     70.0-73.9%
C      74-76.9%
C+    77-79.9%
	D-     60.0-63.9%
D      64-66.9%
D+    67-69.9%
	Below a 60.0%


Receiving Help

· Students may come after school for help Thursdays and Fridays from 2:30pm-3:30pm.  Other opportunities are available by appointment.
· Students may also come during Flex for help (Tuesdays and Thursdays during school).

· Students may email me at either email address (found on the first page of this syllabus), with any questions/confusions they may have.

· Students may anonymously write a question/confusion on a sheet of paper and drop it in the “question folder” attached to her door.  This will allow me to address the content with students, without putting a face/name to the question.  

Curriculum:

In this class we will cover both the anatomy and the physiology of the following organ systems:  The Nervous, Cardiovascular, Respiratory, Muscular, Skeletal, Digestive, and Excretory Systems.  In order to learn these content students will be engaged in detailed lectures, review assignments, dissections, and quizzes to practice the content. 

	Unit 
& 
Subject
	Time Frame
	Important Dates
*These dates are subject to change, at the teacher’s discretion, in order to better format pacing to student needs.

	Unit 1:
Biochemistry
	9-4-13 thru 9-16-13
Living Characteristics, Viruses, Biological Elements, Cell Theory, Biomolecules (Types, Structures, Functions)

9-17-13 thru 9-23-13
Biomolecule Identification Lab

9-24-13 thru 10-1-13
Enzyme Details, Hydrolysis and Dehydration Synthesis Reactions
	Monday 9-16-2013
Unit 1-Quiz #1


Tuesday 9-17 thru Thursday 9-19-13
Biomolecule ID Lab


Monday 9-23-13
Unit 1-Quiz #2

Tuesday 9-24 thru Wednesday 9-25-13
Enzyme Lab

Tuesday 10-1-13
Unit 1 Exam



	Unit 2:
Cells
	10-2-13 thru 10-8-13

Microscopes, Protists, Unicellular vs Multiceullar Organisms, Prokaryotic vs Eukaryotic Cells

10-9-13 thru 10-15-13
Plant vs. Animal Cells, Stem Cells

10-16-13 thru 10-22-13

Organelles (Types, Structures, Functions)

10-23-13 thru 11-4-13
Diffusion, Osmosis, Active Transport, Facilitated Diffusion, Osmotic Environments (Hypertonic, Hypotonic, Isotonic)
	Wednesday 10-2-13
Protist Microscope Lab

Tuesday 10-8-13
Unit 2-Quiz #1

Monday 10-19-13
Plant vs. Animal Cell Microscope Lab


Tuesday 10-15-13
Unit 2-Quiz #2

Tuesday 10-22-13
Unit 2-Quiz #2

Wednesday 10-23 thru Friday 10-25-13
Diffusion/Osmosis Lab

Monday 11-4-13
Unit 2 Exam




	Unit 
& 
Subject
	Time Frame
	Important Dates
*These dates are subject to change, at the teacher’s discretion, in order to better format pacing to student needs.

	Unit 3:
Cell Energetics
	11-6-13 thru 11-12-13
Chemical Potential Energy, ATP

11-13-13 thru 11-19-13

Photosynthesis

11-20-13 thru 12-3-13
*No School 11-27-13 thru 11-29-13*
Cellular Respiration
	Friday 11-6-13
Calorimetry Lab

Thursday 11-12-13
Unit 3-Quiz #1

Friday 11-13-13
Photosynthesis Lab

Thursday 11-19-13
Unit 3-Quiz #2

Friday 11-20-13
Cellular Respiration Lab (1) 

Monday 12-26-13
Cellular Respiration Lab (2)

Wednesday 12-3-13
Unit 3-Quiz #3

Monday 12-9-13
Unit 3 Exam

	Unit 4:
Cell Division
	12-10-13 thru 12-16-13
The Cell Cycle, Cancer, Karyotyping and Common Chromosomal Disorders

1-6-14 thru 1-10-14
Mitosis

1-6-14 thru 1-13-14
Meiosis


	Wednesday 12-13-13
Karyotyping Project Due

Friday 12-16-13
Unit 4-Quiz #1

Tuesday 12-17-13
Mitosis Lab

Friday 12-20-13
Unit 4-Quiz #2

Monday 1-13-14
Unit 4-Quiz #3



	End of Semester
	1-14-14 thru 1-17-14
Prepare for Final Exams
	Tuesday 1-21-14 thru 1-23-14
S1 Final Exams

*There will not be an Exam for Unit 4.  This content will be assessed once more on the semester final.  


THS/Classroom Policies:
All THS Rules & Guidelines are followed in my class.  This includes policies for each of the following (and more not listed)…

· Electronics (cell phones, MP3, etc.)

· Tardies and Absences 

· Clothing 

· The SRC and Insubordination 

Please consult the THS Student Handbook for a review of standard procedures and guidelines.  There will not be a limit on hall passes per student.  However, passes will not be issued during the first or last ten minutes of class.  Hall passes will also not be issued during inappropriate/inconvenient times during the class period.  Students are expected to follow all directions posted in the entryway of the classroom, remain focused—on task—and respectful during class, and follow all directions at the closing of the period.  
Absences and Tardies:

All THS policies will be followed in this classroom (please review the THS Student Handbook for details on appropriate conduct, policies and related consequences). 
If a student is absent/tardy it is 100% their responsibility to make-up and acquire any and all missed content, handouts and activities.  Absences/tardies do not need to be excused in order for a student to make-up the missed work.  Students simply must complete all missed work before the end of the semester to receive credit.  

Because it is expected that all students will be 100% responsible for their own absences/tardies, the following resources are provided:
· Course Website:  www.hereausclasses.weebly.com
All daily board questions, objectives, lesson plans, handouts and notes are posted for students to access.


· The “What Did We Do?” Binder
All daily board questions, general lesson plans, and handout/note titles are listed.


· The “Bio” Bin
Remaining copies of old anatomy handouts are filed by date received.  Students may access and use any handouts in this bin.  Once these handouts run out, the student must access activities via the website.

· The Whiteboard & Chalkboard
Daily objectives, tasks, and homework assignments are clearly written on the front whiteboard.
Students also receive class-handouts and beginning instructions on the entrance-way chalkboard.  

Biology Syllabus Agreement
Course Instructor:  Ms. Hereau


By signing your name below, you are agreeing that you have read and fully understood all expectations within this syllabus.  

Student Name (printed neatly):  ______________________________________________________________


Student Signature:  ________________________________________________________________________

General Student Concerns:  _________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________



By signing your name below, you are agreeing that you have read and fully understood all expectations within this syllabus.  

Parent/Guardian Name (printed neatly):  _______________________________________________________


Parent Signature:  _________________________________________________________________________


General Parent Concerns:  _________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Biology
Student Inventory
Name:  _____________________________ Hour: ______

	(1)  Do you / should you wear glasses?
	                    Yes                    No


	(2) Do you have a computer with internet at home?
	                    Yes                    No


	(3) Do you have a printer at home?
	                    Yes                    No


	(4) Do you have an email account that you use regularly?
	                    Yes                    No

If “yes”, what is your email address?

__________________________________________


	(5) Have you taken Chemistry yet?
	                    Yes                   No

If “yes”, what was your grade?
  A        B        C        D       E


	(6) Have you taken Physical Science yet?
	                    Yes                   No
 
If “yes”, what was your grade?
  A        B        C        D        E


	(7) Are you a senior?
	                    Yes                   No


	(8) Are you taking this class to replace a failed science credit from another year/semester?
	                    Yes                   No

	(9) Do you like science?
	                    Yes                   No


	(10) Have you taken any honors-science courses?
	                    Yes                  No

	(11) Have you taken any AP-science courses? (Or are you taking any?)
	                    Yes                  No

	(12) Do you know of at least 1 peer, who is smart AND responsible, who is also taking this class with Ms. Hereau?
	                    Yes                  No


