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Honors Biology
 Holly Hereau
hereho01@southredford.net or hhereau@gmail.com
Course Website:  www.hereausclasses.weebly.com
Room  111
Course Description:
 Whether you like it or not, throughout your entire life you will encounter science.  You will come across it at your doctor’s office, talking to friends, in the water that you drink, in politics, around your home, driving your car, basically everywhere.  My aim in this class is to help you become informed in the basics of biology and to gain useful life skills.  In this class we will study living organisms and the factors that influence them.  We will do this through class discussions, lectures, laboratories, activities, readings, individual & group projects.  This course is aligned with the Michigan High School Biology Content Expectations.  In addition, because this is Honors Biology/Pre-AP Biology it is designed to prepare you for AP Biology.  You can expect more reading, more writing and a deeper presentation of concepts in this class when compared to the Regular Biology class.  We move at a faster pace as well so you must be sure to stay current with your assignments.
Expectations:
So that we can learn and I can teach, I have a set of expectations to ensure we will have an orderly classroom.
1. Be Prompt

a. Be in your seat when the bell rings

b. If you arrive late, put your name on the late sign-in sheet and find your seat quickly & quietly

2. Be Prepared

a. Have science binder/folder out when the bell rings

b. Have book at the beginning of class every day

c. Have something to write with before the daily lesson begins

3. Be Productive

a. Listen & follow directions

b. Be on task during lessons

c. Turn completed work in on time

4. Be Respectful

a. Speak & listen Respectfully to others

b. Do not touch other peoples properties

c. Do not touch lab equipment with out permission

d. Use appropriate language

e. Keep the classroom clean & useable
Required Materials:
· Biology Text

· Science Binder  

· Loose leaf paper
· Pen (#2 pencil on test days)
Classroom Policies:
Absences
· Students who miss class are responsible to get any missed work 
· If a student misses a test or quiz they should expect to take the test/quiz the day they return to class.
· If a student misses class the day before the test, they will still take the test on the day it was scheduled.

· Students will be expected to make up any missed labs after school from 2:30- 3:30 within one week of     the lab that was missed.

Food and Beverage Policy:

No food or drink in the class room.  If you are seen with food or drink of any kind it will be confiscated.  
Cell Phones: There will be absolutely no cell phones used in class unless directed by the teacher.  If a cell phone is heard or seen during class time when cell phones are supposed to be put away then it will be taken away and given to the front office and the handbook cell phone policy will be followed.  

Academic Dishonesty: Cheating, coping others work and plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class.  Anyone who participates in these unprofessional practices will be given a zero for the assignment, will have to attend a meeting with their parents/guardian present and could face further disciplinary actions as outlined in the Student Handbook.
Passes from class:  Students use the designated school approved hall pass to leave the classroom.  Students may NOT ask for a pass within the first or last 10 minutes of class, or during lecture.  

THS Policies: All Thurston High School policies will be enforced in this class.  

Grades:

Grading Scale:
	A
	93-100% 
	
	C
	73-76.99%

	A-
	90-92.99%
	
	C-
	70-72.99%

	B+
	87-89.99%
	
	D+
	68-69.99%

	B
	83-86.99%
	
	D
	64-67.99%

	B-
	80-82.99%
	
	D-
	55-63.99%

	C+
	77-79.99%
	
	E
	0-54.99%


How you earn your grade: 

Homework/Class-work/Labs (10%):  
· This section includes any work that is done in class (i.e. laboratory participation, warm-up assignments, journal questions, group work activities, reading minutes etc.)
· This section also includes any assignments that are assigned as homework.  This includes but is not limited to short essays and lecture questions as well as watching internet videos and/or movies.  
· If you are absent and miss any in class assignment it is your responsibility to make up the work.  You can either come in to flex-time or after school by appointment.  Warm-ups cannot be made-up.  If you have an excused absence, the missing warm-up will not be counted toward your grade.  Any other missing class-work must be made up within one week of the absence
Quizzes (30%)

· Pop Quizzes will be given with short or no notice and will relate directly to the homework, lab, or lecture.  It is in your best interest to study new content on a daily basis.
· Most quizzes will be announced with 1-2 day(s) lead time.
· Professional Work policy: 
· If you score less than an 80% on a quiz, you are required to retake your quiz.  You have one opportunity to retake your quiz, and it must be completed before the unit test.  To qualify for a retake, you must first conference with me.  If you score above an 80%, but you are unhappy with that grade, you may retake your quiz voluntarily.  Tests may not be re-taken, if you retake quizzes in a timely manner, you should not need to retake tests.

Tests and Projects (60%): 
· This section includes tests and projects and any other large unit assessments
· Tests will be announced at least one week in advance.
· Professional Work policy: 
· I also expect that projects and other large assignments are taken seriously.  If you score less than an 80% on a project or other major assignment then I will ask you to redo the work for a better grade.  If you score above an 80%, but you are unhappy with that grade, you may redo work voluntarily.  Tests may not be re-taken, if you retake quizzes and revise projects in a timely manner, you should learn the material adequately and pass your tests.
Exam Schedule:



To Be Announced
We reserve the day before exams for review.  If you miss the day before the exam, you must still take the exam the day it is scheduled.  If you miss the day of the exam, you must take the exam during the first flex period of your return or make an appointment to stay after school that day.
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